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CTE =

Benefits of enrolling in CTE
• Curriculum designed to improve job

skills and marketability

• CTE creates career pathways and
imparts vital employability skills that

employers are seeking in a 21st century 
workforce

• CTE programs and pathways ensure
that coursework is simultaneously

aligned to rigorous academic standards and 
postsecondary expectations and 

informed by and built to address the skills 
needed in specific career pathways

• CTE programs incorporate . . .
critical workplace skills such as

problem solving, communication,  
critical thinking and teamwork to ensure 

career and college success for its students.

What makes CTE successful is the shared commitment by 
educators, industry leaders, and policy makers to align  
academics in our middle schools, high schools, and higher 
education with current and future labor market demands.

Advanced Placement® (AP) and Career Technical Education (CTE) 
courses can and should work in tandem to support career readiness 
by encouraging the development of the academic knowledge and 
technical skills that are, together, increasingly important to students’ 
overall employability.

College Board, October 30, 2018

For too long, “college-ready” and “career-ready” coursework and 
experiences have been separate in our schools; the alignment of AP 
and CTE courses shows this divide only limits learners’ options.

College Board, 2018   https://cb-homeorg-gateway.collegeboard.org/sites/ 
default/files/AP-CTE-Brochure.pdf

“When these kids go off to college there have been lots of studies  
that say they’re not prepared with the communication, critical thinking 
and collaboration skills they need,” said Denise Pope, a senior lecturer 
at Stanford’s Graduate School of Education and a co-founder of 
Challenge Success, a nonprofit education advocacy group. “Learning 
by doing is more effective in the long term to produce mastery…”

PBS	News	Hour,	April	11,	2018

“There’s still a lot of stigma around CTE for both schools and 
families,” said Gilda Wheeler, program director of Washington STEM, 
a nonprofit that advocates for equality in STEM education across the 
state. “‘It’s for the poor kids … who aren’t going to succeed in college.’ 
But giving any kid real-world experience during high school where 
they’re tackling actual industry challenges gives them access to career 
pathways, not dead-end jobs.”

PBS	News	Hour,	April	11,	2018

“The top 3 skills and experiences that students report gaining in 
their CTE classes are skills to help them get jobs in the future, real-
world examples to help them understand academic classes and the 
chance to work as part of a team.”

My	College	OptionsR/ACTE	research	study,	2017

“CTE students are significantly more likely than their peers to report 
developing problem-solving, project completion, research, work-
related, communication, time management and critical-thinking  
skills during high school.”

Lekes	et	al.,	CTE	Pathway	Programs,	Academic	Performance	and	the	 
Transition	to	College	and	Career,	National	Research	Center	for	CTE,	2007

“CTE enables students to master STEM skills and competencies that 
have value across a variety of industries and careers.”

Advance	CTE,	CTE	is	Your	STEM	Strategy,	2013

“A national survey found that parents of CTE students were more 
satisfied with their school experience by every measure compared to 
parents whose children were not involved in CTE.”

https://careertech.org/resources/value-and-promise-of-cte-research-from- 
	 a-national-survey	,	April	2017

Critical
Thinking in
E ducation
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Center Line Public Schools

By Taylor Malburg
Richmond High School

Cooking is an art form everyone stumbles into one 
way or another. The Culinary Arts course at Richmond 
High School teaches students how to safely prepare and 
store food before they begin their adult lives.

Many topics and skills are addressed in the course. 
Students start by learning how to safely sanitize food 
and equipment for food preparation and storage. Then, 
students learn basic skills such as how to create soups, 
stocks, and sauces. After the basics, students will mas-
ter preparation of a list of foods including sandwiches, 
pastas, grains, and seafood.  Eventually, students study 
customer service etiquette and dining functionality.

Richmond High School is thankful for state of the art 
equipment used to create the delicious delicacies. The 
new program includes two convection ovens, mix-
ers, refrigerators, and freezers. With this equipment 
students learn how to make mouth-watering chocolate-
chip cookies, hearty soups, and tasty sandwiches. RHS 
also appreciates its adjacent dining room where food 
can be served restaurant style.

Students interested in food preparation, preserva-
tion, and service should take Culinary Arts. Chef Sal-
vatore promises, “Upon completing the Culinary Arts 
program, students can acquire entry level positions in 
a restaurant, catering business, or banquet hall.”

Chef Salvatore brings functionality, passion, and ex-
perience to his culinary classes, beginning his career at 
the age of fifteen by working in a pizzeria. When eigh-
teen he began working in a full functioning kitchen. 
While studying Culinary Arts at Macomb Community 
College, Chef Salvatore worked in restaurants, country 
clubs, bakeries, and for a retail butcher. He yearned to 
share his passion for Culinary Arts with others and 

soon realized there was no better way to do so than 
through education. His overall goal is to prepare stu-
dents for culinary careers in addition to life skills they 
can take with them whether they decide to enter the 
culinary field or not.

Stumble no more with Chef Salvatore and heighten 
your know-how and taste buds in the new Culinary Arts 
program at RHS.

Something’s Cooking at Richmond High School
RICHMOND

By Brooke Tessmer
Richmond High School

The ability to save lives 
is valuable, and through 
the Richmond-Lenox Emer-
gency Medical Techni-
cian class, Richmond High 
School students have this 
privilege.

Sara Glanville, a para-
medic at Richmond-Lenox 
EMS, teaches the course. 
The goal of this two-hour, 
year-long program is to 
prepare students to take 
the National Registry of 
Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians (NREMT) exam. 
After successfully passing 
the NREMT, students be-
come certified emergency 
medical technicians.

The class is a mixture of 
lectures, book study, and 
hands-on learning. Once 
students have studied anat-
omy and physiology of the 
body, hands on learning 
begins. These skills are 
commonly taught by EMT 
classes around the country 
but for RHS they’re free and 
prepare students for the Na-
tional Registry exam. A few 
of these skills include learn-
ing how to use oropharyn-
geal airways and naso-
pharyngeal airways, two 
devices that help secure air-
ways in patients.

Being involved in the 

EMT program also allows 
students to earn both CPR 
and first aid licenses. Stu-
dents with a CPR license 
can perform effective CPR 
and use an automated elec-
tronic defibrillator (AED). 
A first aid license is issued 
to those students who can 
treat patients who have suf-
fered a heart attack, stroke, 
blood loss, and other life 
threatening problems. To 
achieve both a CPR and first 
aid license, students watch 
a series of instructional vid-
eos and complete hands-on 
training. The last step is to 
successfully pass the tests.

If students choose to test 
for the National Registry, 
they must attend clinicals 
with the Richmond-Lenox 
EMS crew. At clinicals, stu-
dents transition from using 
their knowledge on dum-
mies to real patients. Even 
if a student does not want 
to take the National Reg-
istry exam, these clinicals 
are available and a great 
opportunity to apply what’s 
learned.

From learning basic 
skills, such as finding a 
pulse, to more complicated 
skills, like administering 
oxygen, Richmond-Lenox 
Emergency Medical Tech-
nician Program is breath-
ing life into a community 
one student at a time.

Saving Lives One 
Student at a Time

RICHMOND

By Skylar Swartz
Richmond High School

Click! You turn your tele-
vision on and scroll through 
channels. Many options 
brighten the screen: the local 
news, a new action-packed 
TV show, a high-rated com-
edy. But before you choose 
your entertainment for the 
next few hours, have you ever 
wondered what goes on be-
hind the scenes? At Rich-
mond High School, a course 
in TV and Broadcasting in-
troduces students to the 
world of TV production and 
movie magic—both in and 
out of the recording studio. 

Since TV and Broadcasting 
covers a vast and sweeping 
landscape of information, 
the course offers a two-tiered 
approach.

New students to the class 
are placed in TV and Broad-
casting I, where mastery of 
the camera, video editing, 
and audio equipment oper-
ations are the main focus. 
Logan VanGampelaere, a ju-
nior at Richmond High, is in 
his first year of the program 
and says, “I enjoy the class on 
almost every level: the con-

cept of the class has always 
interested me, the students 
and teacher keep it fun and 
fresh, and the easy-to-follow 
learning environment makes 
it a great place to be.” Logan 
plans to enroll in the second 
level of the course next year.

TV and Broadcasting II 
is more advanced and dives 
deeper into TV production. 
Students gain knowledge of 
the three phrases of film pro-
duction: preproduction, pro-
duction, and postproduction. 
Students also learn the his-

tory of television and how 
technology has helped it 
evolve over time. RHS junior 
Jenna Gibbons, who highly 
recommends getting in-
volved with the program, is 
in her second-year. She loves 
the class and how she’s ad-
vanced her skills and abili-
ties these last two years. “I 
have learned about the pro-
cess of news production and 
have gained skills in Pho-
toshop, video editing, and 
script writing. I have also 
gained confidence in front 
of the camera and speaking 
in front of others.”

TV and Broadcasting of-
fers many future job oppor-
tunities, whether in front 
of the camera, behind it, or 
in the studio editing. In an 
age of endless videos, you 
never know what such a fu-
ture holds. One day you may 
see Logan VanGampelaere’s 
name rolling up screen in a 
movie credit or Jenna Gib-
bons in front of the cam-
era as your next weather 
woman.

Lights, 
Camera, 
Action!

SUBMITTED PHOTO

TV and Broadcasting students record videos for the 
MISD’s Manufacturing Day video contes.

By Ricky Holdwick 
Richmond High School

By now we all know 
washing your hands can 
save lives by stopping the 
spread of germs. But that’s 
not the only reason for 
running soap and warm 
water of over one of the 
greatest tools you have, es-
pecially if you like getting 
your hands dirty—eventu-
ally, you also need to stop 
the spread of oil, dirt, and 
grease.

AIS, aka Heavy Equip-
ment class, is a class that 
requires students to get 
their hands dirty and is 
proof that Richmond High 
School has a greasy finger 
on a pulse that sparks, 
hums, roars, churns, and 
rumbles towards a lifelong 
career path for students. 
The AIS Heavy Equipment 
Technical Institute is a 
State of Michigan licensed 
post-secondary school of-
fering programs in Heavy 
Construction Equipment 
Operation. The class offers 
students opportunities to 
weld, operate heavy equip-
ment, and trouble shoot 
electrical systems on ma-
chinery. This hands-on 
experience prepares stu-
dents for a future career 
in Heavy Equipment, a vi-
tal alternative to the more 
traditional college career 
path.

Richmond’s own Bren-
den Krusinski, a junior 
in his first year with AIS, 
made it clear that the pro-
gram and other trade skills 
jobs are worth learning 
about. “I believe students 
do not realize they don’t 

have to go to college to 
get a job. Companies come 
to us saying students can 
earn up to eighteen dollars 
an hour after high school. 
Trade skills are in desper-
ate need of workers and I 
wish other students would 
understand there’s more 
out there than college life.”

Richmond’s AIS class 
provides opportunities for 
students to explore options 
after high school by teach-
ing necessary hands-on ex-
perience to guide their fu-
tures. Having experience 
in any field of work is a 
crucial step when looking 
for a job in today’s society 
and the AIS Heavy Equip-
ment class is a perfect ex-
ample of how students are 
boosting their resumes. 
“I’m very interested in me-
chanics and heavy equip-
ment, and AIS has helped 
me get my foot in the door 
with learning the basics,” 
said Krusinski.

Richmond Community 
Schools certainly is “Com-
mitted to Guaranteed 
Learning for All Students!” 
because all students get to 
consider this career path 
when scheduling each 
spring. AIS at RHS does 
the heavy lifting, ensur-
ing students meet the real 
world career demands 
of a twenty-first century. 
If you’re looking to have 
fun, further your educa-
tion, and get your hands 
dirty, signing up for a class 
in Heavy Equipment will 
give you the sense of pride 
that comes with a good 
day’s hard work…espe-
cially when washing your 
hands.

RICHMOND

Heavy Lifting at RHS

By Kyler Luna
Richmond High School

It’s just business…
Or is it?
As the business world progresses 

with the development of new tech-
nology, schools across Michigan are 
starting to implement Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) courses 
into their curriculums. One school 
making a deliberate focus onto this 
path is Richmond High School, where 
James Wagner teaches Marketing, 
Accounting, Cyber Security, and Busi-
ness Management. While the demand 
for students with peaked knowledge 
in business is increasing every day, 
Wagner ensures his students are pre-
pared, promising that enrollment in 
one of his classes “helps determine 
if the focus of the class is something 
students have an interest and pas-
sion for.”

Richmond High School’s array of 
CTE classes provides plenty of op-

tions for students to choose from, and 
Wagner understands not everyone 
has an interest in business. “While I 
would love for all students to want to 
learn more about business and take 
my classes, sometimes that’s not re-
ality,” says Wagner. What’s his solu-
tion? An all-inclusive, one semester 
Personal Finance class that teaches 
students both general life skills and 
the basics of financial stability. While 
many states require a financial liter-
acy course for graduating seniors, 
Michigan is yet to follow suit; how-
ever, Wagner offers the class regard-
less, and it has since become a fan-fa-
vorite for RHS students.

Besides offering a glimpse into the 
business world, these courses pro-
vide an additional hands-on learn-
ing experience by allowing students 
to connect with online programs that 
mimic their business career of inter-
est. In his Accounting course, Wag-
ner uses assets like Cengage, Micro-
soft Excel, and Intuit Quickbooks to 

give students an accurate depiction of 
what life as an accountant would be 
like. For those in Marketing and Busi-
ness Management, students are en-
couraged to participate in RHS’s Dev-
il’s Den—the school store—where they 
can find both merchandise and pop-
ular snacks to get them through the 
school year. What better way to show 
behind-the-scenes of business opera-
tions than having students run the 
store themselves?

“CTE classes are important,” en-
sures Wagner, “because they teach 
employability skills. Employers con-
sider these strengths essential, and 
having them makes students all the 
more hirable.” Wagner is right—the 
demand for workers with these cov-
eted qualities is on the rise, and in re-
sponse to this growing demand, RHS 
gives students the ability to take their 
first steps towards conquering the 
business world, reinventing modern 
meaning to the old idiom, “It’s just 
business.”

RICHMOND

Taking Care of Business

RICHMOND
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Students enjoy breakfast compliments from the Culinary 
Arts class.


